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Despite my many and invaluable services to himself and
his Empire, the Emperor's attitude to my person, except
during the early part of his reign, was essentially in keeping
with Her Majesty's profound distaste for me. Since my
resignation as President of the Council of Ministers I have
had but two audiences with His Majesty. The first oc-
curred in 1906, after my return from abroad, where I was
practically in exile, and lasted about twenty minutes. We
spoke about the monument to Alexander III, which was at
that time in the course of construction. An interval of six
years separates this interview from the second audience.
Since 1912 I have not been received by the Emperor.
During the early part of his reign Nicholas was under
the ascendancy of the Grand Dukes and partly also of his
mother, Empress Dowager Maria Fyodorovna. The influ-
ence of Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolai Nikolaievich, Junior,
probably lasted longest. The circumstance may be due to
the fact that he was possessed of that mysticism complex
with which Empress Alexandra had infected her husband.
An incident in my relations with Grand Duke Nicholas
will illustrate this phase of his character. I had made his
acquaintance at Kiev, in the house of his mother, Grand
Duchess Alexandra Petrovna, which I frequented. At that
time I was director of the South Western Railroads, while
he was a colonel attached to the General Staff. Sometimes
we played cards. His mother was an excellent woman, but
also affected by the craze of occultism. Later I saw him
repeatedly, but never had an occasion to converse with him.
When I became Minister, he sent me his visiting card on
holidays, or left it at the house. Some time after my ap-
pointment as President of the Committee of Ministers I
went to see him. The conversation turned upon the
Emperor.
'Tell me frankly, Sergey Yulyevich," he said suddenly,